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great dependency by English capital, ruinous though
such development has been shown to be ; and last,
not least, 10,000 men have been added .to our
already costly military establishment in India.

Meanwhile, owing to this policy of deliberate
iindifference, the impoverishment of the agricultural
population has become more terrible ; and the bank-
ruptcy of India, which eight years ago had been
recognised only by the Jate Mr. Geddes, Mr.
Dadabhai Naoroji and myself, as one of the most
threatening features of our future economical history,
is now looked forward to with alarm even by
Finance Ministers, and is being seriously dealt with
as a difficulty of the day. No wonder. Deficit
succeeds deficit with monotonous regularity, and
the efforts made by the clique of Anglo-Indian
bureaucrats in Parliament and in the press to hide
away the facts from their long-suffering country-
men, are no longer quite so successful as they
were.

Unfortunately, Englishmen of the working classes
have not yet understood the importance to them,
-even from a selfish point of view, of the well-being
of the people of India. A starving ryot cannot buy
even Lancashire cotton goods. Yet we deliberately
destroy one of our best markets by impoverishing
our own customers. Who benefits by the vast
wealth derived annually from India without return?
Not the English workers assuredly. Go to Black-
burn, Oldham, Rochdale, and other headquarters of
the Indian cotton-trade ; are the'factory hands there
so well off? Not they. They work in bad conditions
of existence for low- wages, while those who buy